Task Force on Harbourfront Developments
in Kowloon, Tsuen Wan and Kwai Tsing

For discussion TFK/01/2019
on 27 March 2019

Proposed Extension of Short Term Tenancies
for Fee-paying Public Car Park at
(i) Wa Shun Street, and
(ii) the Junction of Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street,
Hung Hom, Kowloon

PURPOSE

This paper seeks views of the Members of the Harbourfront
Commission Task Force on Harbourfront Development in Kowloon,
Tsuen Wan and Kwai Tsing (“the Task Force”) on the re-tender
proposal of the two Short Term Tenancies (“STT”) car parks with
coach parking at (i) Wa Shun Street and (ii) the junction of Bailey
Street/Sung Ping Street (Annex 1), which were discussed and
agreed by the Task Force on 31 May 2017 (vide the paper at
Annex 2), upon the expiry of the fixed terms of their current
tenancies in February and March 2019 respectively.

BACKGROUND

2. In the past decade, with the growing increase in economic
and tourism activities, To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom have
developed into key tourist hotspots in Hong Kong where shopping
places, such as souvenir shops, jewelry shops and dining areas,
etc., can be easily found. Landing steps at To Kwa Wan are also
used frequently by sightseeing vessels touring the Victoria
Harbour. The above travel activities have attracted significant
numbers of inbound tour groups! to visit To Kwa Wan and Hung
Hom resulting in traffic surge, particularly coaches for tourists,
between noon and evening within the areas. Appropriate traffic
measures have to be put in place so as to properly address the
increase in traffic demand. Otherwise, it will not only generate
adverse impact on traffic condition of the road network in the
districts, but also cause inconveniences and disturbances to
drivers, pedestrians and visitors of the waterfront / Victoria
Harbour, and poses road safety hazards, especially during peak
travel season.

Average daily number of tour groups visiting To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom were
around 200 tours and a peak daily number of 336 in November 2018.
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3. To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom are the old built-up urban area
with narrow streets and closely-spaced junctions. Road space is
limited for parking of vehicles including coaches and pick up/set
down (“PU/SD”) of passengers including tourists. Illegal parking
and PU/SD activities arising from the coaches aggravate the
traffic condition, affecting the daily lives of the residents there.

4. Local residents, District Council members and Legislative
Council members across political spectrum have expressed
serious concerns over the traffic problems generated by coaches
as well as inadequate coach parking spaces in the main tourist
spots and urged the Government to resolve this issue.

5. Moreover, the revitalized Avenue of Stars (AoS) in Tsim Sha
Tsui reopened in late January 2019 has become a new tourist
hotspot and attracted influx of inbound tour groups. Coaches
actively PU/SD tourists at the lay-bys near the AoS for their
enjoyment of the magnificent skyline of Hong Kong and the
majestic view of Victoria Harbour. To maximize usage of the
lay-bys, coach drivers are directed to leave for nearby car parks
such as the subject two STT sites for short period parking after
PU/SD of tourists at Salisbury Road.

6. On the other hand, three sites (KX2574, KX2881, KX2882)
for STT car parks at Sung Wong Toi Road (Annex 3) were due to be
returned to project departments for various developments of Kai
Tak in January 2019, while another STT site (KX2575) would also
be returned in mid-2019. As a result, the number of parking
spaces for coaches and other types of vehicles would be
significantly reduced, further adding burden to coach parking
issue in To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom as well as Tsim Sha Tsui.

7. As per established practice, beneficial use of vacant
Government land for parking has been an effective means to
improve traffic condition in To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom and Tsim
Sha Tsui. The existing STT car parks at the junction of Bailey
Street/Sung Ping Street and at Wa Shun Street located in the
vicinity of the tourist hotspots for coach traffic in To Kwa Wan and
Hung Hom or within a few minutes’ ride from those hotspots in
Tsim Sha Tsui respectively, are suitable parking areas for coaches
requiring PU/SD of tourists.
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SITE INFORMATION

(i) STT at Wa Shun Street

8. The site is adjacent to the ex-Hung Hom Ferry Pier Bus
Terminus. It is zoned “Open Space” on the Hung Hom Outline
Zoning Plan No. S/K9/26. The STT car park in Wa Shun Street
was set up as an interim solution to address the traffic problems
generated by coaches in particular along the Salisbury Road of
Tsim Sha Tsui. It is noted that the site has been earmarked as
part of the Urban Park in front of the Hung Hom Ferry Pier. It
could be terminated by giving appropriate advance notice to make
way for the commencement of the Urban Park, which is
undergoing a market sounding exercise and the relevant tender
exercise would not be completed within 2019.

9. The site provides about 20 coaches (i.e. non-franchised
buses) parking spaces. As the site is in the vicinity of Tsim Sha
Tsui East, it can serve as a waiting area for coaches heading for
PU/SD tourists to the Tsim Sha Tsui Waterfront Promenade and
nearby areas. Coach drivers can reach Tsim Sha Tsui Waterfront
Promenade in around five minutes’ time.

(i)  STT at the Junction of Bailey Street/ Sung Ping Street

10. The site is mainly zoned as “Government, Institution or
Community” (“G/IC”), “Open Space” and having a minor portion of
“Other Specified Uses”. For the G/IC portion, which is
earmarked for school development, the Education Bureau has
advised that there is yet to be any programme for the proposed
school. Regarding the “Open Space” and “Other Specified Uses”
portion with about 48m waterfront covering an area of 2,150m?2
(about 22% of the total area of the car park), the Leisure and
Cultural Services Department (“LCSD”) advises that the area
would be required for the Hoi Sham Park Extension project
currently scheduled to commence in late 2019. The future
tenant shall at any time upon demand by the Government
redeliver the land required by LCSD for implementation of Hoi
Sham Park Extension project. For the remaining part of the car
park, we will consult the Task Force again at least six months
before completion of the Hoi Sham Park Extension project? if
extension / re-tendering of the STT is required.

2 Tentatively in late 2022
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11. Currently, 50% of the site is restricted to the parking of
coaches/goods vehicles with about 75 parking spaces, while the
remaining 50% of the site will be open for parking of other types of
motor vehicles. Owing to proximity of the site to the tourist
hotspots in To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom and the overall shortfall
of coach parking spaces in the area, it is considered necessary to
deploy the site for temporary car parking purpose in the interim to
help relieve the coach parking problem.

JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED STTs

12. Making use of the sites at Wa Shun Street and at the
junction of Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street for temporary
fee-paying coach parking is considered necessary on the grounds
set out below:

(@) To meet the imminent demands of temporary car
parking spaces

There are keen and imminent demands for coach
parking spaces in the tourist districts of Hung Hom, To
Kwa Wan and Tsim Sha Tsui as evidenced by high
utilization rate of the STT car parks (In February 2019,
the utilization rates of STT car parks at Wa Shun Street
and the junction of Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street are
86% and 68% respectively).

As a waterfront portion of the STT car park at Bailey
Street/Sung Ping Street falls within the project limit of
Hoi Sham Park Extension, this portion would be
surrendered back to the Government for the Hoi Sham
Park Extension development upon demand by the
Government.

(b) Local community’s support

Since the opening of the STT car parks, we have been
monitoring closely the situation of coach parking in the
area. In light of the traffic conditions in the districts,
which will be further discussed in part (c) below, and
given the provision of proper pedestrian facilities,
residents nearby have had minimal concerns over the
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operation of the subject STT, which is intended to
alleviate the problems caused by shortage in parking
spaces for coaches in To Kwa Wan, Hung Hom and Tsim
Sha Tsui.

Kowloon City District Council (KCDC) set up the
“Working Group on Concern about the Problems
Caused by Coaches in the District” (thereafter called
“Working Group”) under Traffic and Transport
Committee. Since 2016, the Working Group has
repeatedly requested both short-term and long-term
effective improvement measures to alleviate the
problems caused by shortage in parking spaces for
coaches in Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan area. The
request for additional coach parking spaces is also
supported by the KCDC members (vide Annex 4 for
relevant papers extracted).

KCDC members rendered staunch support to the
publicity efforts coordinated by Kowloon City District
Office (“KCDO”) in promoting the concessionary
arrangement at the current STT site at the junction of
Bailey Street/ Sung Ping Street. Indeed, KCDC has
identified nuisance caused by tourism in the districts as
a problem which should be tackled by additional
resources under KCDO'’s District-led Action Scheme.
In this regard, KCDO has been deploying additional
manpower to serve as District Tourism Ambassadors to
encourage coach drivers to utilize legal parking facilities
provided by the STT car parks, among other duties.

Current traffic conditions

We have reviewed the current traffic condition in To
Kwa Wan, Hung Hom and Tsim Sha Tsui. The coach
parking problems at the concerned areas remain
significant. Notwithstanding the provision of
additional parking spaces at the STT car parks, the
Police has issued 2196 and 86 fixed penalty tickets
against coaches in 2018 in Hung Hom area and
Salisbury Road respectively, and received 870 and 119
complaint cases at tourist hotspots in Hung Hom area
and Salisbury Road respectively during the same period.
Specifically, in the Hung Hom area, traffic complaints
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received in the fourth quarter of 2018 stands at 268,
representing a 32.15% decrease compared with 395 in
the same period in 2017. While the Hong Kong Police
Force (“HKPF”) will continue to step up enforcement
efforts, the significant decrease in traffic complaints
underscores the effectiveness of the provision of
relevant coach parking facilities in alleviating the
problems caused by shortage in parking for coaches in
the districts.

(d) Improvement of Harbourfront Area

To balance the need of parking space within the district
and in response to public demand for opening up
harbourfront space at the same time, under the support
of the Task Force, the STT car park at Chi Kiang Street
will be terminated on 31 March 2019. A section of
harbourfront, about 125m long, would therefore be
freed up to make way for the construction of the Hoi
Sham Park Extension project for public enjoyment.
Alternatively, a hinterland at the junction of Bailey
Street and Hung Hom Road (refer to para. 16(a)) has
been designated for metered coach parking spaces so as
to ease the coach parking demand arisen from the
termination of the STT car park at Chi Kiang Street.
Another section of harbourfront, about 48m long, would
also be freed up from the STT at the junction of Bailey
Street / Sung Ping Street by the time the Hoi Sham Park
Extension project commences (see paragraph 10 above).

In any event, the operation of the two STTs would not be
taken as a reason for delaying delivery of projects at the
harbourfront. Should the demand of parking space for
commercial vehicles in the district be relieved or other
suitable location has been identified for STT car park
replacement in the future, Government departments
will endeavour to release the sites for public enjoyment.

MEASURES TO ALLEVIATE TRAFFIC CONDITION RELATED TO
TOURISM IN TO KWA WAN, HUNG HOM AND TSIM SHA TSUI

13. Joint operations among relevant Government departments,
including the Tourism Commission (“TC”), KCDO, HKPF and the
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Transport Department (“ID”), have been conducted from time to
time to educate coach drivers and travel trade to park the coaches
in proper facilities, and not to illegally park and stop at the
roadside blocking road traffic when waiting for PU/SD of
passengers. Various publicity efforts have also been staged
against illegal parking.

14. A half-hourly concessionary rate arrangement for coach
parking has been implemented in the current STT site at the
junction of Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street since 29 March 2018.
This concessionary arrangement allows coach parking with $6 per
half an hour to incentivise the coach drivers to make use of the
proper parking facilities instead of parking on streets illegally in
To Kwa Wan. An assessment of utilization of coach parking
revealed that the average utilization rate was increased from 19%
in the fourth quarter of 2017 to 53% in the fourth quarter of 2018.
It significantly improves the utilization rate of the said STT site
and the traffic condition in To Kwa Wan. In view of the boost in
utilization rate, the concessionary rate arrangement will continue
to be implemented for the retendering STT site at the junction of
Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street.

15. To facilitate traffic circulation in the area, general lay-bys
have been designated in the vicinity of the tourist hotspots in To
Kwa Wan, Hung Hom and Tsim Sha Tsui for PU/SD of tourists,
including Sung On Street, Chi Kiang Street, San Ma Tau Street,
Chatham Road South and Salisbury Road. Furthermore, to
encourage coach drivers to utilize the car park facilities provided,
relevant no-stopping restriction zones have been implemented
and intensive enforcement actions have been taken by HKPF.

16. In addition, enhancements of measures are proposed to
improve traffic conditions and facilitate traffic circulation,
including the following:-

(a) KCDO and TD are taking forward to provide 10 metered
coach parking spaces at the Government land near the
junction of Bailey Street and Hung Hom Road, outside
harbourfront area and in close proximity to the tourist
hotspots in To Kwa Wan and Hung Hom, which are
expected to be available for use in Q2/2019.

(b) Two sections of lay-bys at Chi Kiang Street will be
formed for PU/SD of passengers, which are expected to
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be available for use in Q4/2019.

(c) Configuration of the existing metered coach parking
area adjacent to the Hong Kong Coliseum will be
rearranged to release space for 10 metered coach
parking spaces. The engineering works are envisaged
to commence in Q2/2019 subject to resolving the
technical issues in relation to railway operation.

(d) Four metered coach parking spaces will be provided at
the Science Museum Square, which are expected to be
available for use in Q2/2019.

(e) Additional lay-bys at Chatham Road South and
Salisbury Road are provided in early 2019 for PU/SD of
passengers.

() Enhanced traffic management measures will be
deployed to model on the successful experience in the
reopening of the AoS.

LONG TERM PLAN FOR COACH PARKING IN TSIM SHA TSUI AND
HUNG HOM

17. Apart from the above, the Government is actively taking the
following measures to meet the coach parking demand in the
longer term:

(a) For new and retendered STT car parks, the Government
would impose conditions stipulating the provision of a
minimum number of parking spaces for coaches at the
concerned car parks.

(b) Suitable locations would be identified to provide more
night-time parking spaces for commercial vehicles.

(c) To include public vehicle car park in the private
development sites, such as residential development at
Mok Cheong Street, Ngan Hon Street, Wan On Street
and Shansi Street, as far as the overall development
design permits.

(d) A two-year consultancy study on the parking for
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commercial vehicles commenced in December 2017 is
on-going. = The Consultants conducted about 300
parking surveys, collected 2,200 questionnaires, and
attended 10 meetings with various trades, logistics
companies and key stakeholders. The study, lasting
for about two years, investigates the parking demand
and supply situations in individual districts including
the Kowloon City district with a view to formulating
short3, medium and long-term measures to address
parking and loading / unloading needs of commercial
vehicles (such as goods vehicles, coaches and school
buses). The Government will follow the principle of
“single site, multiple uses” to provide public car parking
spaces in suitable “Government, Institution or
Community” facilities and public open space projects,
with priority accorded to meeting the parking needs of
commercial vehicles. TD is mindful of the Harbour
Planning Principles and Guidelines and will provide a
timely update to the Harbourfront Commission when
more concrete findings have emerged during the course
of the consultancy study.

HARBOUR PLANNING PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES

18.

The proposal has taken into account the Harbour Planning
Principles and Guidelines, in particular the following aspects:

()

Accessible Harbour: Our proposal starts an essential
step to facilitate the implementation of the Hoi Sham
Park Extension project, upon its completion a
waterfront promenade with continuous pedestrian
greenery walkway would be available providing more
public spaces for recreation and leisure uses. On the
other hand, the proposed re-tender of the two STT sites
will allow off-street parking of around 70 coaches so as
to minimize the burden of the busy public roads at
Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan, and enhance the

3

Examples of short-term measures include (a) on-street night-time parking spaces
for commercial vehicles; (b) parking spaces under flyovers; (c) on-street picking up
/ setting down points for coaches; and (d) parking of school buses inside school
premises after school hours.
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accessibility for both nearby residents and tourists to
the harbourfront area.

(b) Proactive Harbour Enhancement: A total of
approximately 173m long of waterfront would be freed
up upon completion of the nearby Hoi Sham Park
Extension project using the land released by the STT
site at Chi Kiang Street and part of the STT site at Bailey
Street. Greening is also proposed in the surrounding
of the STT sites to promote active street frontage and
further enhance the environment.

(c) Sustainable Development: The operators of the
subject STT sites will be required to disseminate
parking vacancy information which will be helpful for
drivers to identify available parking spaces, thus
reducing unnecessary vehicle circulation on roads and
hence less energy consumption cost. This would also
help enhance traffic condition and improve air quality of
the surroundings. With better traffic management
plan facilitated by the availability of appropriate parking
and PU/SD spaces (as evidenced by the successful
experience for the re-opening of the AoS), the pedestrian,
living and working environment for people would also be
improved.

ADVICE SOUGHT

19. Against the above background and justifications, especially
the imminent demand for coach parking in Hung Hom, To Kwa
Wan and Tsim Sha Tsui, members’ views on the proposed
re-tender of two STT car parks at the proposed sites are hereby
invited.
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Annexes
Annex 1 - STT at Wa Shun Street and at the junction of
Bailey Street/Sung Ping Street
Annex 2 - Paper on Proposed STT for Fee-paying Public Car
park discussed at meeting on 31 May 2017
Annex 3 - Location plan of terminated STT car parks at
Sung Wong Toi Road
Annex 4 - Relevant papers to the Working Group on

Concern about the Problems Caused by Coaches
in the District under Traffic and Transport
Committee of KCDC

Transport Department

Tourism Commission

Kowloon City District Office
District Lands Office/ Kowloon West
March 2019
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For discussion TFK/05/2017
on 31 May 2017

Proposed Extension of Short Term Tenancy
for Fee-paying Public Car park at
(i) Wa Shun Street, Hung Hom, Kowloon, and
(ii) the Junction of Bailey Street and Sung Ping Street,
Hung Hom, Kowloon

PURPOSE

Subsequent to the discussion and endorsement at the Harbourfront
Commission Task Force on Harbourfront Developments in Kowloon, Tsuen
Wan and Kwai Tsing (“the Task Force”) on 9 March 2016 (vide the paper at
Annex 1) on the Short Term Tenancy (STT) for Fee-paying Public Car park
Government lands at (i) Wa Shun Street and (ii) junction of Bailey Street and
Sung Ping Street, this paper seeks Members’ view on retender of the two STT
car parks for a fixed term of 1 year certain and thereafter quarterly, with a
view to relieving the lingering coach parking problems in Hung Hom, To Kwa
Wan and Tsim Sha Tsui in the interim.

BACKGROUND

2. The traffic problems generated by coaches in tourism districts in the
Kowloon City District, in particular the streets in the Hung Hom and To Kwa
Wan Industrial Area (HHIA), have been a chronic concern in the local
community. Other than local residents and District Council members,
Legislative Council (“LegCo”) members have also demanded for effective
improvement measures.

3. A few public roads in HHIA (including Man Yue Street, Man Lok Street
and Sung On Street), where a number of jewellery shops, souvenir shops and
restaurants serving meals for Mainland tours are concentrated, the roads
remain hot spots for coach traffic throughout the day. Despite the staunch
enforcement efforts by the Hong Kong Police Force (“HKPF”), illegal parking of
coaches is rampant as many coach drivers choose to wait outside the
shops/restaurants while their passengers are having meals or shopping.
Given the saturated capacity of relevant roads, double parking is prevalent,
generally leaving only one lane for through traffic. In recent months, it is
noted that the coach parking problem has spread to other streets in the area,
including Chi Kiang Street and To Kwa Wan Road. Besides enforcement
actions, HKPF, together with the Tourism Commission (“I'C”) and Kowloon
City District Office (“KCDO?”), have been liaising with the tourism trade to
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advise coach drivers to park their coaches in proper facilities, and not to
illegally or to block road traffic when waiting for, picking up and setting down
passengers, as well as staging publicity efforts against illegal parking.
Additional traffic management measures, including designating more
on-street spaces for loading /unloading (“L/UL”) of coaches and imposition of
no-stopping restrictions, have also been put in place to help ease traffic
congestion thereby facilitating transport flow. For examples, 10 additional
metered coach parking spaces will be provided at the existing metered coach
parking area adjacent to Hong Kong Coliseum and 3-4 nos. coach parking
spaces will be incorporated in a development project near the HHIA.

4. In Tsim Sha Tsui (“T'ST”), the traffic problems arising from the pick-up
and drop-off activities of visitors to the Avenue of Star (“AoS”) and TST
Waterfront have been slightly improved, possibly due to the provision of
additional coach parking spaces in Wa Shun Street, and the refurbishment
and the temporary closure of the AoS and Salisbury Garden. Extending the
STT car park at Wa Shun Street is essential in sustaining the momentum of
improvement. In addition, with the reopening of the Salisbury Garden
scheduled for August 2017 and the AoS in the fourth quarter of 2018, the
continual provision of coach parking spaces in this site would help prevent
the revival of traffic congestion problems.

S. Amid the efforts mentioned above and repetitive intensive enforcement
efforts exercised by the HKPF, the traffic situation in certain roads has
improved. That said, relevant LegCo and District Council members, as well
as local residents, understand that the trade has genuine parking demand in
the said districts and the shortage of parking spaces for tourist coaches
would further aggravate the problem of traffic congestion. In this regard,
they have suggested that the Government provide more coach parking spaces.
The use of the two STT sites at Wa Shun Street and the junction of Bailey
Street and Sung Ping Street are generally supported by the Kowloon City
District Council and the local community since its operation in August 2016,
for its effect in addressing the short term parking need of coaches/good
vehicles in the districts.

6. The STT car parks at Wa Shun Street and the junction of Bailey Street
and Sung On Street will expire in July and August 2017 respectively.
Having examined the current traffic conditions in Hung Hom/To Kwa Wan
and TST, and all the available interim options, it is proposed to retender the
STT car parks upon the expiry of their current tenancies. These two sites,
which are respectively located in the vicinity of the hot spots for coach traffic
in HHIA and within a few minutes’ ride from those hot spots in TST, will be
ideal parking areas for coaches requiring visitor pick-up and drop-off.
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SITE INFORMATION
(1) STT at Wa Shun Street
7. The site is adjacent to the Hung Hom Ferry Pier Bus Terminus. It is

zoned “Open Space” on the draft Hung Hom Outline Zoning Plan No.
S/K9/25. As an interim solution to address the traffic problems generated
by coaches in particular along the Salisbury Road of TST, the STT car park in
Wa Shun Street was set up subsequent to consultation with the Task Force
on 9 March 2016. It is noted that the urban park in front of Hung Hom
Ferry Pier, where the current STT car park of Wa Shun Street is situated, has
recently been earmarked for implementing harbourfront enhancement
initiatives with a view to further extending the waterfront promenade along
both sides of the Victoria Harbour. There would be a time period of two to
three years before the site is to be used for permanent development and we
would like to continue making use of it.

8. The site provides about 20 coaches (i.e. non-franchised buses) parking
spaces. As the site is in the vicinity of Tsim Sha Tsui East, it can serve as a
waiting area for coaches heading for picking up and dropping off visitors to
the Tsim Sha Tsui Waterfront Promenade and nearby areas. Coach drivers
can reach Tsim Sha Tsui Waterfront Promenade in around five minutes’ time.
Site survey results indicated that the number of coaches/goods vehicles
parked at the average day-time and night-time rates are about 85% (17 nos.)
and 45% (9 nos.) respectively which reflects a moderately high demand for
coach parking spaces.

(ii) STT at the Junction of Bailey Street and Sung Ping Street

9. The site is mainly zoned as “Government, Institution or Community”
“Open Space” and a minor portion of “Other Uses”. For the “Government,
Institution or Community” portion, which is earmarked for school
development, the Education Bureau has confirmed that there is yet to be any
programme for the proposed school. The “Open Space” and “Other Uses”
portion would be required for the Hoi Sham Park Extension project scheduled
to be launched in the coming five years.

10. Currently, 50% of the site is restricted to the parking of coaches/goods
vehicles with about 70 parking spaces, while the remaining 50% of the site
will be open for parking of other types of motor vehicles. The average
utilization rates of the STT car park for coaches/goods vehicles during the
daytime and nighttime is about 35% (25 nos.) and 70% (50 nos.) respectively.
Owing to proximity of the site to tourist hotspots of HHIA and the overall
shortfall of coach parking spaces in the area, it is considered necessary to
deploy the site for temporary car parking purpose in the interim to help
relieve the coach parking problem in the area. The future tenant shall at
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any time upon demand by the Government redeliver the land required by
LCSD for implementation of Hoi Sham Park Extension project.

JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE EXTENSION OF PROPOSED STTs

11. Against the above background, making use of the sites at (i) Wa Shun
Street and (ii) junction of Bailey Street and Sung Ping Street for temporary
fee-paying coach parking purpose are considered necessary on the grounds

set out below:

(a) To meet the imminent demands of temporary car parking spaces

There are keen and imminent demands for parking spaces in the
tourism districts of Hung Hom, To Kwa Wan and Tsim Sha Tsui
which are evident by high utilization rate of the STT carparks. In
addition, Members of the Kowloon City District Council (“KCDC?”),
alongside with residents of the Kowloon City District, are concerned
with the community problems caused by illegal parking of coaches
in Kowloon City District. Indeed, KCDC has identified nuisance
caused by tourism in the District as a problem which should be
tackled by additional resources under KCDO’s District-led Action
Scheme. In this regard, KCDO has recruited additional manpower
to serve as District Tourism Ambassadors to advise coach driver to
obey relevant traffic rules, among other duties.

(b) Local community’s support

Since the opening of the STT car parks in July and August 2016, we
have been monitoring closely the situation of coach parking in the
area. In light of the traffic conditions in the District, which will be
further discussed in part (c) below, and given the provision of
proper pedestrian facilities, residents nearby have had minimal
concerns over the operation of the subject STT, which was intended
to alleviate the problems caused by shortage in parking, loading
and unloading spaces for coaches in Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan
area. The local community is supportive of the proposal.

KCDC set up the “Working Group on Concern about the Problems
Caused by Coaches in the District” (thereafter called “Working
Group”) under Traffic and Transport Committee has held four
meetings since 2016. The Working Group has repeatedly
requested for both long-term and short-term effective improvement
measures to alleviate the problems caused by shortage in parking
spaces for coaches in Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan area. The
request for additional coach parking spaces is also supported by
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majority of the KCDC members (vide Annex 2) for relevant papers
extracted.

(c) Current traffic conditions

We have reviewed the current traffic conditions of TST and HHIA.
The coach parking problems at the concerned areas remain
significant and show signs of contagion to other locations including
Chi Kiang Street and To Kwa Wan Road in the HHIA.
Notwithstanding the provision of additional parking spaces at the
STT carparks, the Police has issued 2,178 and 49 fixed penalty
tickets against coaches in 2016 in Hung Hom area and Salisbury
Road respectively, and received 3,595 and 123 cases of complaint at
Mainland Tours hotspots in Hung Hom area and Salisbury Road
respectively during the same period. Specifically, in the Hung Hom
area, traffic complaints received in the first quarter of 2017 stands
at 522, representing a 141% increase compared with 217 in the
same period in 2016. While the HKPF will continue to step up
enforcement efforts, the sizable figures and significant increase
underscore the genuine needs to increase the provision of relevant
coach parking facilities to alleviate the problems caused by shortage
in parking, loading and unloading spaces for coaches in the District.

LONG TERM PLAN FOR COACH PARKING IN TSIM SHA TSUI AND HUNG
HOM

12. TD is actively taking the following measures to meet the coach parking
demand in the longer term:

(a) Commence a two-year consultancy study on the parking for
commercial vehicles in 2017.

(b) Monitor provision in STT car parks. For new STT car parks or when
the STTs of existing car parks are renewed, the Government would
impose conditions stipulating the provision of a minimum number
of parking spaces for coaches at the concerned car parks.

(c) Continue to identify suitable locations to provide more night-time
parking spaces for commercial vehicles.

(d) Strive to provide more parking spaces and picking up/setting down
facilities for coaches
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ADVICE SOUGHT

13. Against the above background and given the above justifications,
especially the imminent demand for coach parking in Hung Hom, To Kwa
Wan and Tsim Sha Tsui, members’ views are hereby invited to retender the
two STT car parks.

(Annexes Annexes

not included Annex 1 - Paper on Proposed Short Term Tenancy (STT) for
to avoid Fee-paying Public Car park discussed at 9 March 2016’
bulk meeting

submission) Annex 2 - Relevant papers to the Working Group on Concern about

the Problems Caused by Coaches in the District under
Traffic and Transport Committee of KCDC

Transport Department

Tourism Commission

Kowloon City District Office
District Lands Office/ Kowloon West
May 2017
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