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Categories of Leisure Vessels

Type No. Registered (2009) Typical Length (m)

1. Outboard Open Sampans 2,559 <10

2. Pleasure Vessels 6,473 3-50+

3. Water Sports Craft Not registered <10

Source: Hong Kong Marine Department



Outboard Open Sampans

The affordable yacht

for 

the common man

No facilities:

• Improvised berthing

• Improvised mooring

• Improvised storage

No Policy Support
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Outboard Open Sampans

An affordable boat, but where to keep it in Yau Ton g?

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and depe ndent on public facilities.



?

?

Outboard Open Sampans

Ready to risk your life to enjoy your boat in Tsing  Yi?

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and 
dependent on public facilities.



Outboard Open Sampans

Creative solutions in Tsing Yi!

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and depe ndent on public facilities.
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Outboard Open Sampans

Fishing in Junk Bay,  how to get safely on your boa t in Tseung Kwan O?

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and depe ndent on public facilities.



Tying up your boat in Stanley – will it be there aft er a typhoon?

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and depe ndent on public facilities.

Outboard Open Sampans



Outboard Open Sampans

Hiding your boat under the bridges of Ma On Shan, b ut where to fix it? 
Good that people are honest and don’t steal your en gine.

People do not have a yard, trailer or shed and depe ndent on public facilities.



Pleasure Vessels



Pleasure Vessels



Pleasure Vessels



Pleasure Vessels



Pleasure Vessels



Pleasure Vessels



Boat Club / Marina Club Capacity Status

Aberdeen Boat Club
(including Aberdeen, Middle Island)

~200 berths (16’ – 65’) Full

Aberdeen Marina Club 170 wet berths (29’ – 98’)

157 dry berths (14’ – 36’)

Full

Clearwater Bay Golf & Country Club 

Marina

300 wet berths (up to 100’)

120 dry berths

A few berths (<45’) available

Discovery Bay Marina Club 220 berths (29’ – 115’) Full

Boat Clubs/Marinas are Full

Discovery Bay Marina Club 220 berths (29’ – 115’) Full

Club Marina Cove ~200 berths (19’ – 90’) 20 berths (<47’) available

Gold Coast Yacht & Country Club 200 berths (up to 230’) 6 berths (55’ – 61’) available

Hebe Haven Yacht Club 213 moorings (14’ – 60’)

53 berths (32’ – 60’)

200 hardstanding spaces

Full

Hong Kong Marina 233 berths (16’ – 155’) Full

Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club
(including Causeway Bay, Shelter Cove, Middle 

Island, Aberdeen)

~350 moorings (16’ – 92’)

46 pontoons (16’ – 69’)

Full

Tai Po Boat Club ~20 moorings 

~30 dry berths (up to 19’)

2 moorings (19’ – 26’) available



Boat Clubs/Marinas are Full

Long waiting lists

Source: Hebe Haven Yacht Club

Long waiting lists



Growth of Registered Pleasure Vessels 

limited by lack of berths

Boat Clubs/Marinas are Full

Source: Marine Department



Demand for Sheltered Space by Pleasure Vessels

2010
Industry
Forecast

Boat Clubs/Marinas are Full

Source: Marine Department- Assessment of Typhoon Shelter Space Requirements 2009-2025

2007
Forecast 
by
Marine 
Department



Forecast of Demand and Supply of Sheltered Space for Pleasure Vessels

210
Actual Forecast

Demand for sheltered water for pleasure vessels is 

expected to exceed supply by 2015

Boat Clubs/Marinas are Full

Source: Marine Department: Assessment of Typhoon Shelter Space Requirements 2009-2025
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Water sports centres/clubs full

Source: LCSD

•No room to expand for leisure and training for 

sailing, rowing, canoeing, kayaking, dragon boating, 

wind surfing, …..

•LCSD centres do NOT provide moorings for privately 

owned craft



Water sports in Kai TakWater sports in Kai Tak



Development Secretary 15 July 11

Recently, many people have said that it’s a 

pity for Hong Kong to have limited number of 

marinas in spite of its large area of waters. The 

last time we built a marina is probably at Gold last time we built a marina is probably at Gold 

Coast in Tuen Mun …. In other words, in the 

last decade or so, no marina has been built in 

Hong Kong, and the cities around us have 

already surpassed us in this area.



Major water bodies

Base Map: Google Map



Destruction of protected natural coast lines



Destruction of protected natural coast lines



Development Secretary 15 July 11

Our plan (is) to rationalise or redistribute the 

typhoon shelters in Hong Kong according to 

their utilisation rate, so that some places or 

water areas can be freed up to accommodate water areas can be freed up to accommodate 

the marinas ….



Adaptive re-use of existing shelters



Usage zones of Victoria HarbourUsage zones of Victoria Harbour

Data: Designing a living Victoria Harbour, WPI, 200 9



Cargo handling in 2000Cargo handling in 2000

Cargo handling 2000

Based on Designing a living Victoria Harbour, WPI, 2009



Cargo handling in 2015Cargo handling in 2015

Cargo handling 2015

Based on Designing a living Victoria Harbour, WPI, 2009



Cargo handling in 2015Cargo handling in 2015

Cargo handling 2015

Typhoon shelter use?

Based on Designing a living Victoria Harbour, WPI, 2009
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Shau Kei Wan Typhoon Shelter
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Planning for future marine uses in Kwun Tong



WET BERTHS (e.g. pontoons, anchors)  and 

DRY BERTHS (e.g. racks)  and

LAND-BASED SUPPORT FACILITIES (e.g. car parking, 

restaurants, changing rooms, lockers, security, hoist, repair yard, etc.)

for LEISURE CRAFT (e.g. powerboats, yachts, sampans) 

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

for LEISURE CRAFT (e.g. powerboats, yachts, sampans) 

Land-based support facilities

Berths

Leisure Crafts



ClubhouseClubhouseParkingParking SlipwaySlipway

Access Access 

RoadRoad

Wet berths andWet berths and

pontoonspontoons

HoistHoistBoat yard withBoat yard with

dry berths dry berths 



Wet berthsWet berths

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Wet berths:

Floating pontoons



Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Typhoon 

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Typhoon 

shelter



Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Kai Tak Public Marina

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Typhoon 

shelter



Land based facilities

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina



Interface with promenade
Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Interface with promenade
Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade
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Interface with promenade
Interface with promenade

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade
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Interface with promenade
Interface with promenade

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Interface with promenade
Interface with promenade

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Interface with promenade
Interface with promenade

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Interface with promenade
Interface with promenade

Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Interface with promenadeInterface with promenade
Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade



Recommendation:Recommendation: Improve landing stepsImprove landing steps

Interface with promenade
Kai Tak Boat Club / Marina

Interface with promenade

Landing steps: Road access, lighting, signage, covered waiting area, seating, life buoy



• A boat club is an anchorage or boat rack for leisure

craft with land-based facilities for the users.

•A boat club could be built / operated by:

– Developer (e.g. Gold Coast)

– Private club (e.g. Aberdeen Marina Club)

– Government institution (Water sports and rental only, 

Building - Operating Boat Clubs

– Government institution (Water sports and rental only, 
there are no public boat clubs in Hong Kong.)

– Non-profit organization (e.g. Tai Po Boat Club)

•Main infrastructure (slipways, steps, breakwater) are to be 
included in public work or private development.

•Land to be dedicated for supporting facilities.

•Hoist, racks and pontoons are subsidized for public use, paid 
by membership and mooring fees, or PPP.



Side note.



Kai Tak (old plan)

RoadDevelopment
Footpath
no dining Water



Singapore, Sydney, Vancouver

Road Development
Promenade 
with outdoor dining Water



Kai Tak ?

Road Development
Promenade 
with outdoor dining Water



Kai Tak ?

Road Development
Promenade 
with outdoor dining Water



Thank You.


