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PURPOSE 

 
This paper serves to update Members on the development progress 

of the West Kowloon Cultural District (“WKCD”) and the proposed first phase 
of infrastructure works essential for the commissioning of Xiqu Centre and 
the Artist Square Development Area (“ASDA”). 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
2. At the meeting of the Task Force on Harbourfront Developments in 
Kowloon, Tsuen Wan and Kwai Tsing (the “Task Force”) on 2 December 2013, 
the WKCD Authority (“WKCDA”) reported the development progress of Batch 
1 facilities including Xiqu Centre, M+, Arts Pavilion and the Park.  A further 
briefing with the Task Force was held on 12 February 2014 on the proposal 
for minor relaxation of maximum gross floor area (“GFA”) and building height 
restrictions submitted in the form of a planning application under Section 16 
of the Town Planning Ordinance to the Town Planning Board (“TPB”) in order 
to optimise the development potential of the WKCD site.  The planning 
application is still being processed by the Town Planning Board.  Progress of 
other key development initiatives in WKCD is highlighted in the following 
paragraphs. 
 
  
PROGRESS OF KEY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES IN WKCD 
 
Xiqu Centre 
 
3. Xiqu Centre will be a world-class arts venue specifically built for 
xiqu (Chinese opera) performances, and it is also a centre for the production, 
education and research of this unique art form.  The foundation 
construction of Xiqu Centre is generally on track since the commencement of 
the works in September 2013.  The Xiqu Centre is targeted for completion in 
mid 2017.  
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Artist Square Development Area 
  
4. WKCDA proposes to accelerate the development of the area around 
Artist Square, comprising M+, Lyric Theatre, other arts and cultural facilities 
(“OACF”), retail/dining/entertainment (“RDE”) facilities as well as 
office/residential developments, into a mini-WKCD, which is targeted for 
completion by around 2020.  This area, to be referred to ASDA, will form a 
precinct supported by a balanced mix of various land uses to facilitate 
“destination building” in the early phased development of the WKCD and 
enhance vibrancy in the vicinity of M+. Moreover, the provision of RDE 
facilities in ASDA will generate income for WKCDA to meet part of the 
operating expenses of the Batch 1 facilities.  The boundary and schematic 
layout of the ASDA is shown in Annex A. 
 
5. M+ is a new museum for visual culture in Hong Kong with a 
mission to focus on the 20th and 21st century visual culture.  Following an 
architectural design competition, the design consultancy services 
commenced in September 2013.  Detailed design is progressing well and the 
completion date for M+ is anticipated in the first half of 2018.  
 
6. Lyric Theatre consists of a 1 200-seat theatre with a focus on dance.  
The venue seeks to be a unique place for the creation and collaboration of all 
types of dance, including cross-collaboration between Chinese, 
contemporary and classical ballet dance.  The design of the Lyric Theatre 
has commenced in May 2014 and the venue is targeted for completion by 
around 2020.   
 
7. The public spaces in ASDA, including interface area with the Park, 
Artist Square itself and the waterfront promenade, will be developed to create 
a sense of place for the general public and to bring vibrancy to ASDA.   

 
The Park  

 
8. As an integral part of the 23-hectare public open space within the 
WKCD, the Park will provide a major green open space in the heart of the city.  
On 28 February 2014, WKCDA announced that a design team led by Dennis 
Lau & Ng Chun Man Architects & Engineers (Hong Kong) Ltd, supported by 
landscape architects, West 8 (Netherlands) and ACLA (Hong Kong), was 
chosen to design and administer the construction of the Park in the WKCD. 
 
9. The Park is currently in the concept design stage (see Annex B). By 
introducing a major path in the Park tentatively named “Cultural Boulevard” 
that joins up the Arts Pavilion, Black Box and Outdoor Stage, and a 
waterfront promenade that embraces a great variety of harbourfront 
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experience, the Park will be an accessible urban oasis for relaxation and 
contemplation. A leisure cycling track, with good flexibility to extend within 
the Park will be accommodated.  Over time, art installations will 
characterise the Park under the curatorial effort of the M+ team. 
 
10. All arts and cultural venues and activities equipped in the Park will 
be integrated and embedded in a rich landscape setting.   Topographic 
variations are introduced to invite exploration and reward visitors with 
unexpected views and experiences.  A double edged design is proposed on 
the southern edge of the Park allowing visitors to enjoy the spectacular view 
of the Victoria Harbour at different levels. Spaces of tranquillity and intimacy 
within the Park provide a counterpoint to the grandeur of harbour views from 
the promenade.  All will become the amazing backdrop for cultural events, 
ranging from festivals and exhibitions through to large outdoor concerts 
without compromising simultaneous enjoyment of the Park by the public for 
passive or active recreation. 
 
11. Another integral feature of the Park is the Arts Pavilion.  After 
successful completion of the design competition for the Arts Pavilion in the 
Park, the winner, VPANG architects ltd + JET Architecture Inc + Lisa Cheung, 
was appointed to design and administer the construction of the Arts Pavilion. 
This 900m² Arts Pavilion will be the base for the collection of M+ before the 
completion of the M+ building and will be available for use by the local art 
community thereafter.  The Arts Pavilion is currently in the detailed design 
phase and the venue is targeted for completion in early 2016.  
 
12. In order to serve the needs of visitors, approximately 4,000m² to 
5,000m² of RDE facilities will be provided in various locations within the Park.  
These could include, for example, kiosks, souvenir shops, restaurants, cafes, 
and pop-up RDE facilities.  In line with the requirements as set out in DP, 
the building height of the RDE facilities in the Park will be kept to a maximum 
of 3 storeys.  Details of the proposals are being refined as part of the overall 
Park design.  Planning permission from the TPB for the Park RDE will be 
sought in Q4 2014.         
 
13. In terms of the overall Park delivery programme, the Park design 
team recommends an organic approach.  Both permanent development and 
interim improvement works will be proposed and well aligned in the 
programme throughout the development process starting from 2015, aiming 
to maintain partial opening of the Park area for public enjoyment. 

 

 
                                                 
 GFA based on the General Building Plans as submitted to the Buildings Department. 
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FIRST PHASE OF INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS 

14. To tie in with the phased development of WKCD including the
integrated basement based on the Development Plan for WKCD, the required 
infrastructure works will also be carried out in phases. The scope of the 
proposed first phase of infrastructure works essential for the commissioning 
of Xiqu Centre and ASDA, as shown in Annex C is as follows:- 

a) at-grade road of about 600m long around the Western Harbour
Crossing (“WHC”) tunnel portal serving M+, the Park and the
adjoining hotel / office / residential (“HOR”) developments;

b) two lay-bys of 340m long in total at East and West Gates
alongside the at-grade loop roads of Austin Road West
facilitating the pick-up/drop-off activities and bus services for
the WKCD;

c) modification of existing seawall for outfalls;

d) associated underground stormwater and sewerage systems;

e) associated underground salt and fresh water supply systems;

f) associated underground road in Zones 3A and 3B of the
integrated basement as shown in Annex D; and

g) associated works including environmental mitigation measures.

ADVICE SOUGHT 

15. Members are invited to provide comments on the progress update
of the WKCD development and the proposed infrastructure works. 

West Kowloon Cultural District Authority 
September 2014 



Annex A

Artist Square Development Area (ASDA)

Office / Residential Office / Residential Conservation and Conservation and Other Arts and Other Arts and Retail / Dining / Retail / Dining / 
DevelopmentsDevelopmentsStorage FacilityStorage FacilityCultural FacilitiesCultural Facilities Entertainment 

Facilities
Entertainment 

Facilities

M+M+ Artist SquareArtist Square Lyric TheatreLyric Theatre

Note: Pontoons are subject to compliance with 
the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance (Cap. 
531) and relevant Government departments’ 
agreement
備註：浮橋須受《保護海港條例》（第531章）
的限制及獲得相關政府部門的同意
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Annex B 

Note: Pontoons are subject to compliance with the 
Protection of the Harbour Ordinance (Cap. 531) and 
relevant Government departments’ agreement 
備註：浮橋須受《保護海港條例》（第531章）的限
制及獲得相關政府部門的同意 
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