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“Bringing People to the Harbour and the Harbour to the People” 
– Inspirations from a Creative Placemaking Project



Vision

Establish Hong Kong as a 
Centre of Design Excellence in Asia

Mission

Use Design and Innovation to 
Drive Value Creation and 

Improve the Well-Being of Society





Open-air Design District Gallery





OUR STRENGTH
A Creative 

Placemaking & 
Tourism Project 

Loved by Our 
Communities



Overall Satisfaction of #ddHK (%) – by Respondent Profile
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Base: Total (n=400); Local residents (n=336); Oversea visitors (n=64);  Guided tour participants (n=40); Non-tour participants (n=360)
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Research Findings Conducted by Independent Research Company (2019/20) 



SUMMARY*

Total no. of clipping: 960
• Broadcast 19

• Print 85

• Online 649

• Social Media 207

Total circulation: 53,625,314,202

Total equivalent advertising cost (HK$) $29,351,280

* Total coverage from end Nov 2018 – end Apr 2020 (17 months)

Media & PR Coverage (As of 23 Apr 2020)
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TC x HKDC

夥伴合作關係

Partnership Approach
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設計參與

Participatory Design



Co-creation
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策動羣體對話

Social Conversations



St. James' Settlement
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社區協作

Community Collaboration



HKWalls & 
Local Community

HK Tramway



Bringing People To The Harbour 

&

The Harbour To The People 



Relaunch Our City
The City is vulnerable at large … 
Mistrust & dissatisfaction divide the society
Disruption of social life & social isolation 
Physical & mental health problems
Shrinking economy: Snow ball effect to all aspects of the society 
Damage of city branding & tourism assets: Unsafe & Unfriendly 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOb6J8-GpN4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOb6J8-GpN4


Community Design 3.0

Designing Public Facilities with Community

Co-create public facilities by designers and local 
residents

Community 
Design
2.0 

Designing a Lifestyle with Community

The scope of discussions between designers and 
residents has expanded from hardware to software

Community 
Design
3.0 

山崎亮 -- 20 年的社造經驗，踏足 200 多個社區。
回想關西人永難忘懷的阪神大地震(1995 )那一夜，所有的建築都倒塌了,
他說:「人們必須開始思考，若要重建整個城市，要重建的不只是建築，
還需要思考如何重建整個社區。」

Designing for Community

Public facilities designed by professionals like 
designers, architects and government officials etc. 

Community 
Design
1.0 



Inspiration: Bryant Park, NYC
“A popular, year-round New York City destination with 
12 million visitors each year”



Key to success 
Creative line-up of 1000+ free events annually 
Activate the park, safe & fun around the clock
Not by redesign of infrastructure



Holistic Approach 
of Year-round 

Placemaking & 
Interventions

Resilience City 

Building Trust & Bonds

Social Well-being

Urban Active LifestyleCity Brand Building

Embracing Social Inclusion

Empowerment

In-depth Tourism

Immersive Living Culture

Proactive Citizens

Sustainable Lifestyles



Let’s make 
transformative 
changes to HK!


