
Hong Kong Island & Islands Development Office  

Civil Engineering and Development Department 

Wan Chai Development Phase II 

 

Metal Object found at seabed 

Hong Kong Island and Islands Development Office 

Civil Engineering and Development Department 

 

 

 

Briefing to Task Force on Metal Object found at Seabed in WDII 
Area 

Hong Kong Island and Islands Development Office 

Civil Engineering and Development Department 

 
Wan Chai Development Phase II 
 
 

 

10 March 2017 

 

 



Hong Kong Island & Islands Development Office  

Civil Engineering and Development Department 

Brief History 

Date Event 

mid Nov 2014 Metal object found 

23 Mar 2015 Marine archaeological consultants commissioned 

18 Jun 2015 Metal object relocated 

5 Jul 2015 Reclamation and associated works resumed 

Jul 2015 –   

Dec 2016 

Water area in vicinity of metal object occupied by marine 

plants for 

• reclamation; and 

• construction of Central-Wan Chai Bypass tunnel 

Q1 2017 Procurement of consultancy services for marine 

archaeological investigation 
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Location of Metal Object 
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Shape of Metal Object 
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Preliminary Archaeological Impact 

Assessment (PAIA) 

 Conducted by SDA Marine Limited 

 

 Conducted from Mar to Sep 2015 

 

 777 items retrieved (as at 30 Apr 2015) 
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1945 Survey Chart Superimposed with  

Pre-WDII Shoreline 
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 The  location of metal object is coincident with that of HMS Tamar on 
the 1945 survey chart 

 Unnamed wreck was shown on the 1960 survey chart.  The survey 
chart did not contain further information to confirm unequivocally the 
unnamed wreck the remains of HMS Tamar 
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Objects Retrieved 

Pottery 

 (26 nos., 5% of special finds)  

Glass, wood, lead and others  

(24 nos., 4% of special finds) 

Ceramics  

(28 nos., 5% of special finds) 

Iron Objects  

(124 nos., 23% of special finds) 

Copper Alloy Objects  

(337 nos., 63% of special finds) 
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 238: scrap iron ballast; 539: special finds (manufactured items) 

1cm 
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 Items found span a wide date range 

 20 main datable items arranged in following timeline format 
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Timeline of Retrieved Objects 
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War 
Department 
Arrow Stamp 
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 Examples of objects related to British military  

Item No. 277:  

Button of uniforms of  

Royal Marines 

Item No. 171: 

Button of uniforms 

of Royal Navy 

Item No. 170:  

Button of uniforms of 

Royal Marines Light 

Infantry 

Item No. 14:  

Cooper Alloy Pad Eye 

Copper Alloy Objects Retrieved 

Item No. 172: Royal Navy Commodore’s Pennant 

Item No. 1: Name Plate of Royal Marine  

Light Infantry man Edgar Charles Goodman 
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Item No. 172: Royal Navy Commodore’s 

Pennant 
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“GOODMAN” 

Item No. 1: Name Plate of Royal Marine Light 

Infantry man Edgar Charles Goodman 

 “No historical record confirming 
Goodman’s presence on board 
Tamar” 

Copper Alloy Objects of High Significance 
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Item No. 159:  

Macau 10 Avos Coin  

(with date 1975) 

Item No. 37:  

7-UP bottle 

(carries a moulded “77” which probably indicates 1977) 

 Some retrieved items of much more recent date 

 Considered as modern “intrusions” 
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Evidence of Modern Intrusions 
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Conclusion and Recommendation of PAIA 

 PAIA report Section 8 :- 

 “Although the various strands of evidence do point toward HMS 
Tamar, without the ship’s bell, nameplate or other unique 
identifier, definitive identification may have to wait until the 
distinctive keel construction shown in the Tamar’s design ‘blueprints’, 
which are being forwarded to Hong Kong by the UK’s National 
Maritime Museum, can be compared with the remains on the 
seabed 

 

 PAIA report Section 10:- 

 Conduct Marine Archaeological Investigation (MAI) for complete 
investigation of shipwreck 
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Way forward 

 Procurement of consultancy services for marine archaeological 
investigation (MAI) in Q1 2017 

 

 Formulation of appropriate conservation options subject to findings 
of MAI 

 

 MAI: from Q2 2017 to Q1 2018 
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Thank you 
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